Job Description

	POST:
	Assertive Outreach Worker 


	HOURS:
	18.5 hours per week. ( some anti social hours)
 

	PLACE OF WORK:
	The job is based at the Foxton Centre, Knowsley Street, Preston, PR1 3SA. Includes Base 18 18-20 New Hall Lane.


	EMPLOYER:
	The Foxton Centre Board of Trustees.



	RESPONSIBLE TO:
	Homeless Service Team Leader


	SALARY:
	£10.13 ( 19,490) pro rata



Job Function: To work as part of the assertive outreach team to make on street contact with rough sleepers, sex workers and other vulnerable and or homeless people.  To provide on street support/signposting to the service user, promoting access to the Foxton Centre and other relevant services. Outreach sessions take place in Preston city centre and surrounding areas, at varying times of the day, evening and through the night on a rota basis. The role includes maintaining accurate records and evaluation sheets, liasing with other key agencies/partners, for example police and Local authority housing departments and missing from home teams. The role of the outreach worker is to assist the service user out of homelessness and other street based activity .
Main tasks and responsibilities.

· Work with the Homeless Services team leader and other colleagues to ensure the project achieves its agreed milestones and outcomes. 

· Build positive relationships with rough sleepers and others to promote moving away from homelessness and other street based activity..
· Encourage and take client self referrals and other agencies referrals (where applicable) provide links to Foxton Centre case workers and social workers.
· Respond to reports from the public, police and local authority identifying rough sleeper sightings to pick up referrals from the national reporting mechanism. To take part in outreach contacting street sex workers.
· Advocate on behalf of clients with relevant agencies e.g. drug/alcohol services, probation and health care services.
· End of sessions recordings and evaluations, to be completed at the end of each session containing relevant information and passed to the team leader prior to the next session..
· Contribute to the gathering of statistics for funding purposes, as the team leader requests.

· Ensure the outreach bag and equipment is maintained to a good standard and items replaced in a timely manner. Outreach phone is always charged and has credit.
· Be an effective member of The Foxton Centre team, contributing to the ethos of continuous improvement of outreach services.
· Take part in any campaigns raising awareness or public interest eg street begging , safety initiatives eg street sex workers / ugly mugs.
· Work pro-actively with a range of support agencies  to promote the safety and well being of service users.
Other tasks and responsibilities
· Attend the Preston Homeless Forum and in order to increase levels of joined up working in the support of vulnerable/homeless people. 

· Attend regular supervision with the Homeless Services Team Leader
· Attend training as agreed with the Homeless Services Team Leader
· Attend Foxton Centre Team Meetings
· Act as a means of communication for street based service users to ensure all issues raised  with The Foxton centre are referred to the appropriate agency/organisation promptly.
